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stands re.-affirmed. But I feel that it is even a higher course to adopt to appea1
to the League as by its intervention, the League may save us and the world con-
siderable suffering and enable us to achieve Swaraj easier and quicker." The
following are Mr. Vijiyaraghavacharia's suggestions :—
"It will be remembered that over three months ago on my return from the Cal-
cutta meeting during last Christmas, I ventured to make the statment that our
political and economic salvation lay with the League of Nations. That was in
the course of a conversation with a friend of mine and it was published in *;The
Hiudu" on 2nd March last. I had intended to rewrite an article on the subject, the
better to explain the whole position, But I have been unable to do so for two
reasons. In the first place, 1 have been trying my best to get access to the literature
of the League so as to be in possession of its full activities up to date. But I have
not, as yet, succeeded in securing it, In the second place, my health suddenly
collapsed and I am now an in-patient in pr* Rajan's Clinic. Trichinopoly. Hence
I have decided to republish the conversation as it appeared in "The Hindu" with
this introduction, which I necessarily have to write under great disadvantages.
I do so because I think it undesirable to postpone the performance of this duty of
mine to the public any longer.
"Criticisms have appeared of the expediency and the practicability of this
suggestion and many friends have also written to me on the subject. Naturally
enough, no one has blamed the suggestion, while some friends have praised it as a
course worth trying. But to me it appears that all these criticisms ignore one vital
consideration. Whether or not the League of Nations would save us and the
world from a situation which is bound to develop into an economic and poli icai
disturbance of the highest magnitude, it is not clear what harm there is in our
claiming its intercession at this stage, It the League of Nations is loyal to those
ideals in the light of which us great prophet and founder President Wilson started
it, it is bound to take speedy notice of the Indian problem. If, on the other hand,
the League has departed from those ideals, which I do not hesitate to deny,
it deserves to be shown up. In either case India and the world stand to gain. I
have therefore no doubt that the course which 1 have ventured to suggest is one
which ought to be taken up by our leaders and tried as soon as possible.
THE CALCUTTA DECISIONS OF 1928
''I may here permit myself to make a personal reference. The spirit which
underlay the conclusions arrived at in the National Gatherings at Calcutta last
December distressed me as they must have distressed a great many others. There
were those who, animated by a fervent enthusiasm and an impatient desire to see
their country free at the earliest. possible moment, proposed resolutions which
s t^nd redeemed only by the purity of their intention. There were those others,
equally patriotic and no less ardent, who chastened their impatience with a lively
practical sense, In trying to find a common formula, impatient idealists on
the one hand, and practical politicians on the other, produced a compromise
resolution replete with ambiguities. I shall not enter into a full examination of
that compromise resolution. The only part of it which concerns me at present is
that relating to Sanctions, I agree that what has been called the constructive
programme, to be carried on uninterruptedly, is beyond controversy, a programme
the most desirable. At the end of this year, however, should Britain not have
responded to onr demand for a self-determined constitution, as everybody is
sure it would not, the Congress is to embark upon mass civil disobedience
and non-violent non-co-operation, There can be no doubt that if all the other
methods fail our deliverance is to come from the employment of the Non-Co-
operative method. That our culture lends itself to the easy use of this method
cannot be gainsaid ; but even with all our high spiritual attainment and training
through the ages, let us disillusion ourselves of the actual dangers of this
delicate instrument. We have had the experience of Mahatma Gandhi's movement.
It did not succeed because even the Indian people lacked the strength and
the character without which it is impossible to wield this godly weapon, We now

